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ITEM ATTENDANCE 

UCDSB Attendance David Coombs, Superintendent of Schools (ARC Chair) 
Phil Dawes, Superintendent of District Alignment 
Sarah Crawford, Manager of Planning and Service Excellence 
Andrea Walasek, Manager of Communications 
Terry Davies, Communications Department 
Debra Schouten, Elementary Principal Representative 
Bill Loshaw, Secondary Principal Representative 

ARC Members   All ARC members present with the exception of Tara Bondi, Prince of Wales, represented by 
Jennifer Brouwer, alternate       

 
ITEM Questions and Concerns     ARC Chair or Board Representative 

Response  
  
1. Welcome and 

Introductions  
  

Superintendent of Schools David 
Coombs opened the meeting at 6:30 
PM.  He acknowledged the presence of 
trustees and senior staff and thanked 
everyone for being here tonight.  He 
explained that the evening was being 
Livestreamed and would be available on 
the UCDSB Facebook and website. 
 

 

2. The ARC Process 
  
 

  

David Coombs presented the 
PowerPoint presentation for ARC #3.  
The agenda was amended to remove 
delegation c). 
BFF video was shown. 
 

 
 

3. Delegations 
 
a)  Prince of Wales – A 

Heritage of Excellence, 
Christine Sweeney 

 
 
 
Tiffany Brewster replaced Christine 
Sweeney 
 
See PowerPoint presentation 
ARC member question to presenter:  
• Regarding sensory room and life skills 

room, is there sufficient space at POW 
to accommodate students from 
Commonwealth as well? 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Presenter response:  
• Yes 
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b)  The Real Cost of Closing 
Rural Schools, Rejean 
Pommainville 

See PowerPoint presentation 
ARC member question: 
• Does the OFA currently run programs 

within the rural schools?  

 
Presenter response:    
• No.  We are working on curriculum for 

program called 6 by 16 – each student 
can prepare a wholesome meal by age 
16 

 
c)  Oxford-on-Rideau:  The 

Right School in the Right 
Place”, Sara Berube 

See PowerPoint presentation 
ARC member question: 
• You referenced 2200 new houses in N. 

Grenville area – what period of time is 
this over? 

• What do you mean by technical 
improvements? 
 

• Survey indicated 90% are committed 
to attend Oxford-on-Rideau in future, 
is this of the current student body, and 
is it contingent on dual track? 

• Do you believe there would be 20 
people who would commit to daycare?  

 

Presenter response: 
 
• There will be growth over 20 years – 

can get detailed info from municipality 
 
• Technical programming, robotics, 

things to enrich our children’s 
education 

• Yes the current student body, and they 
were aware of our proposal 

 
 
• We believe there would be once 

transportation was provided  

d)  Benson & S. Ed, Jason Fryer See Text – verbal presentation 
No questions 
 

 
 

e)  Brockville Feeder Group – 
A student First Solution, 
Sean FitzGerald, Brockville 
Elementary School Alliance 

See PowerPoint presentation 
ARC Member questions: 
• For Westminster, even with your 

proposal, is there still a need for a 
library and 2nd gymnasium? 

• How did you ensure that all schools 
are represented within the 450 
members of the Alliance? 

 
 
 
• Graph in proposal appears to indicate 

that you are recommending closure of 
POW? 

 
 
• Are the 450+ parents from your 

 
Presenter response: 
• Yes, numbers indicate that there is a 

need to address those items 
 
• Information was sent to all parents 

through the school admin with 
information available on the Facebook 
group.  Three open invitation meetings 
were held.  A poll on the site indicates 
parents from each of the schools 

• Mistake on our part.  Don’t really want 
to close POW unless as a temporary 
measure. What we really want to see 
is the Commonwealth students be 
accommodated at POW 

• Yes 
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Facebook site? 
• For POW, are you looking at a knock 

down and rebuild? 
• Are you advocating for a brand new 

school on site or something rebuilt?  
 

 
• We did not analyze.  May be better 

options than knocking it down 
• We were trying to figure out what a 

“new” school means – not in a 
position at this time to decide 

f)  Oxford-0n-Rideau Public 
School Closure, Deputy 
Mayor Barb Tobin 

See PowerPoint presentation 
ARC member question  
• Had you heard of this issue before the 

school community contacted you? 
• What is the expected growth in 

population over the next 5-10 years? 
 
 
 

• Feedback for Oxford-on-Rideau 
indicates B & A daycare concerns.  Is 
there anything you can do to 
facilitate? 

 
Presenter response:   
• Yes we were presented with 

information from the Board 
• Currently undertaking to review our 

stats, 416 and northern residents 
moving our way.  Growth not slowing 
down.  500 homes over northwest 
quadrant over next 5 years   

• Council is willing to engage.  Essential 
need, presenters have shown numbers 
would be there.  Not as heavily 
populated as a subdivision but larger 
homes are now seeing young families 
– a school like Oxford-on-Rideau is 
perfect for them  

4. Statements Appreciate the transparency of the 
process. 
Comment submitted to the ARC. 
Read a comment in the paper – plan to 
close Commonwealth not feasible – is 
this a true statement?  
Please review presentation from 
Alliance. 
Ameresco – background in energy 
sector, capital planning, asset 
management solutions. 
Portable classrooms and increased bus 
travel not solving anything. 
Lacks concerns of the future, wellness of 
students. 
Need to adjust to the demographics. 
Board needs to review the input of the 
public, there is a great deal of good data 
being shared. 
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 Great to hear someone champion rural 
values. 
Call on the Trustees to champion these 
values, and not to close any schools. 
Good schools are predicated upon 
parent involvement and good teachers. 
Schools are places where lives are 
nurtured, keep schools open. 
Education in Canada is one of the most 
important things we do. What about the 
sizes of our boards? 

 

 Student – I understand that parents 
want their kids to stay in the same 
school, I love my school (Toniata), so do 
the kids who have been there longer 
than me, since JK.  Students are doing 
well here, like reading. 
I learned a lot from this school and I 
think you should keep it open. 

 

 We moved here from the Yukon, 150 
students JK-12, every student was 
known by the teachers. 
Difficult transition to move to Eastern 
Ontario, limited phys-ed time, crowded, 
(Westminster).  How can we put any 
more students in that building? 
Deplorable to put families in the 
position to participate on the ARC and 
submit alternatives. These are palatable 
alternatives (submitted by delegations). 
My daughters won’t attend if 
recommendations go through. 

 

 POW  - I enjoy this school, all staff know 
my daughter. My son had transition 
issues from Westminster to grade 7.  I 
agree with the alliance and their 
recommendations. 

 

 Official credit to the work done by the 
Alliance members – thank you for your 
input on Facebook.  These solutions are 
about our students. Empower program 
at Toniata has helped our daughter’s 
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reading improve.  She may not have 
gotten that at a more crowded school, 
with a greater ability to provide that in a 
smaller school. 

 Pineview, Athens DHS:  I hope that the 
meeting tonight will focus on the facts, 
not just the financials. To move to 
Meadowview from Pineview we would 
have longer bus rides, portables would 
be required. Takes away opportunities 
for our students like skating, library, 
theatre, museum, caroling to 
businesses, visit to medical centre…all 
within walking distance. Consider our 
children, welcome Meadowview to 
Athens. 

 

 Benson: Thanks to participants. I would 
like to talk about volunteerism. We have 
34 people on our list, who know our 
students, are close to the school. Parent 
council raises $4-6,000/year to support 
programming at our school. We don’t 
ask the board for this. 

 

 Pineview:  question why there aren’t 
more parents at this meeting? Why 
aren’t you as a board worried about the 
students? What will happen to those 
teachers? Where will they be dispersed? 
What can you do for us as parents? 

 

 Maynard: When my sons were in early 
grades, after being on the bus for an 
hour – in trouble for talking on the bus. 
An hour is a long time for a young child, 
for a washroom break, and they are 
hungry. 

 

 Pineview: Excellent points this evening, 
we all have passion for our schools.  This 
process is financially based, budget. 
In the case of Pineview, Athens is a small 
city with amenities. For Trustees, how 
will moving students out of the 
community impact economics of the 
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village?  We will look like Delta. Villages 
count on families to stay there. 

5. Next Steps  ARC report to the Trustees on Feb 15 
Special Meeting March 2, at NGDHS 
Special Board Meeting, March 23 

 

8:50  p.m. Adjourn  
 


